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NEWSLETTER
Meaningful Church Membership, Part 2

Is “Church Membership” in the Bible?

!!!!      

 
! Should Christians “join a church”--you know, 
“become a member”?  Or should we feel free to visit a 
different church every Sunday; or maybe even just 
watch a church service on TV every now and then 
instead of attending one in an actual church building 
with actual church people?  These are important 
questions, and they are questions that people often 
ask themselves when thinking about their 
involvement in church.  At the heart of these 
questions is the more basic question of whether or 
not the Bible teaches that Christians are to be 
committed to one, identifiable group of other 
Christians--a group that makes up one, identifiable 
church.  

Part of the difficulty with the question “Is church 
membership in the Bible?” is that the phrase “church 
membership” never actually occurs in Scripture.  
Some might argue that this is evidence that church 
membership is an unbiblical idea.  However, I would 
simply say that while the phrase “church membership” 
is not in the Bible, the idea of church membership 
certainly is.  Paul and others in the New Testament 
clearly expect Christians to belong to a particular, 
identifiable group of other Christians.  Although there 
are many passages that deal with the concept of 

church membership, I will only discuss three of them 
here. 

First, in Matthew 18:17, Jesus says that if a person 
sins against you and won’t repent after the first two 
stages of seeking reconciliation, then the final stage 
is to “take it to the church.”  In other words, if the 
person remains unrepentant, the one who has been 
wronged is to take the matter before the 
congregation so that the church as a whole can deal 
with the situation.  The reason this is important for 
the doctrine of church membership is that Jesus 
clearly expects both of the parties involved to be a 
part of an identifiable group of people.  If they are 
told to take the matter “to the church,” then it is 
expected that they would have known exactly which 
people were part of their church.  There was a 
specific group of people that they belonged to and 
that were responsible for helping them resolve 
whatever conflicts might arise. 

Second, in 1 Corinthians 5:13, Paul tells the 
Corinthian church to “purge the evil person from 
among you.”  Just like in Matthew 18:17, Paul expects 
there to be a specific group of people from whom the 
evil person is to be purged.  If the person at fault 
wasn’t a member at the church at Corinth, Paul’s 
statement wouldn’t have made sense. 

Third, 2 Corinthians 2:6 says “For such a one, this 
punishment by the majority is enough.”  It seems that 
the church in Corinth dealt with a matter of church 
discipline by a majority vote.  The fact that there was 
a majority implies that there was a specific group of 
people that made up the membership at the church at 
Corinth, that this specific group of people took a 
vote, and that the majority voted to deal with the 
matter.  These three texts alone, show that church 
membership is indeed in the Bible.  Realizing this is 
one important step to recovering meaningful church 
membership.
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MISSIONS CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHT

September 12-15 (Sunday through Wednesday 
night) our church will be joining with Ryker’s 
Ridge Baptist and Calvary Baptist of Madison 
to hold a missions conference called “Together 
for the Nations.”  The conference consists of 
four evening services.  The Sunday and Monday 
night services will be at Calvary—Sunday at 
6:00 and Monday at 6:30.  The Tuesday and 
Wednesday night services will be at Ryker’s 
Ridge—both at 6:30.  After the service 
Wednesday night, there will be a 
complementary dinner held at Ryker’s.  There is 
a great line-up of speakers, all of whom have 
been serving as missionaries for years.  Please 
plan on attending and bringing a friend!  Here’s 
some information about two of the four 
speakers.

Sunday Night Speaker: Dr. Marvin 
Newell

Dr. Newell has been 
director of 
CrossGlobal Link 
since 2007. He and 
Peggy served as 
missionaries for 15 
years in Indonesia 
where his main 
responsibility was 
teaching and 
administration at 
the national Bible 
College. Before 
assuming leadership 
of CrossGlobal 
Link, Dr. Newell 

served as Asia-Pacific Regional Director with 

TEAM for 6 years, and then Professor of 
Missions and Intercultural Studies at the Moody 
Graduate School for 8 years. He has a Doctor of 
Missiology degree from Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School and is the author of A Martyr’s 
Grace (Moody Publishers, 2006) and 
Commissioned: What Jesus Wants You to Know as You 
Go (ChurchSmart Resources, 2010). 

Monday Night Speaker: Dr. David Sills

Dr. Sills is the founder and president of 
Reaching and Teaching 
International 
Ministries as well as a 
missions professor at 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
He joined the faculty 
of SBTS after serving 
as a missionary in 
Ecuador. While with 
the International 
Mission Board, he 
served as a church 
planter and general 
evangelist among the 
Highland Quichua 
people in the Andes 
and as a seminary 
professor at the 
Ecuadorian Baptist Theological Seminary. Dr. 
Sills also served as Rector and professor of the 
Baptist seminary as a missionary with Global 
Outreach International. In addition to 
leadership training and seminary ministry that 
has taken him throughout Latin America and as 
far away as Nepal, he has started and pastored 
churches in both the United States and Ecuador.  
Dr. Sills has authored several books related to 
international missions, including Reaching and 
Teaching (Moody, 2010).

Together for the 
Nations 2010
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NEW DEACON HIGHLIGHT

This past July our church voted to appoint 
Bill Roberts to the office of deacon.  Brother 
Bill and his wife Mary have a been members of 
Brushy Fork for many years, and have already 
proven themselves to be servants of this 
church by their consistent involvement in 
church activities and in the lives of the other 
members.  Now we are recognizing them more 
officially as servants by appointing Bro. Bill to 
the office of deacon.  

The appointment of a new deacon provides 
us with a good opportunity to reflect upon 
what the Bible says about this important office 
in the church.  Here’s what Paul says about 
deacons in 1 Timothy 3:8-13:

Deacons likewise must be dignified, not 
double-tongued, not addicted to much 
wine, not greedy for dishonest gain.  They 
must hold the mystery of the faith with a 
clear conscience.  And let them also be 
tested first; then let them serve as deacons 
if they prove themselves blameless.  Their 
wives likewise must be dignified, not 
slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all 
things.  Let deacons each be the husband 

of one wife, managing their children and 
their own households well.  For those who 
serve well as deacons gain a good standing 
for themselves and also great confidence in 
the faith that is in Christ Jesus.
According to the Bible, one of the primary 

roles of deacons is helping the pastor(s).  In 
Acts 6, deacons were appointed so that the 
apostles (who were serving as the pastors of the 
church at Jerusalem) could “devote ourselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word” (Acts 
6:4).  The first deacons in the New Testament 
church played a key role in helping with various 
church matters so that the pastors could devote 
themselves to 
prayer and 
preaching.  

We feel that 
Bro. Bill and 
Mrs. Mary 
measure up to 1 
Timothy 3 and 
that Bro. Bill’s 
desire is to serve 
the church in the 
way that Acts 6 
describes.  Let’s 
all join in praying 
for this couple as 
Bro. Bill seeks to 
serve Christ by 
serving this 
church in the 
office of deacon.

Our other 
deacons are Ron 
Downing, John 
Higgins, and 
Garry Jessup.  Be 
sure to pray for 
them as well.

Upcoming Events
September 10-12

These are the dates of the 
Canaan Fall Festival.  Let’s 
support the town of our 
church’s address by 
attending the festivities.

September 26 

Our monthly fellowship 
breakfast will take place at 
9:15 before Sunday School.  
Come have a doughnut and 
coffee and fellowship with 
one another.

October 1

From 6:00 to 9:00 pm our 
student ministry will be 
having a bon fire at the 
church.  We’ll roast 
hotdogs, make smores, sing 
around the fire, etc.  Please 
invite your teenager and 
their friends.
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PEOPLE WHO’D LOVE TO RECEIVE MAIL

Lucille Weales
   208 Cedar Ave
   Vevay, IN 47043
You all know Mrs. Weales.  It has 
become harder for her to get to 
church.  Let’s let her know how 
much we love and appreciate her.

Martha Blodgett
2160 St. Rd. 250
Vevay, IN 47043

Martha is the niece of Roberta 
Owings and friend of many in our 
church.  She recently had triple 
bypass surgery and is in the process 
of recovering.  Let’s show her we’re 
thinking of her.

Blanch Gillis
16588 Aberdeen Rd.
Cross Plains, IN 47017

Mrs. Gillis is still recovering from 
an auto accident from several 
months ago.  
If you have names you’d like to add, 
please call the church at 839-3430 
(leave a message if no answer).

Areas of Service
Deacon of the Month

John Higgins (839-4905)

Nursery Workers

Sept. 5 — Ingrid Peters

Sept. 12 — Marjorie Brown

Sept. 19 — Melisa Gaines

Sept. 26 — Rosemary Jessup

Monthly Church Cleaning

Mary Roberts, Marjorie Brown, 
& Roberta Owings

Nursing Home Visitation

September 26 — meet at the 
church at 1:45pm.

Brushy Fork Baptist Church

12840 Brushy Fork Church Road

Canaan, IN 47224


