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NEWSLETTER
The Need for a Great 

Commission Resurgence

On June 15, the messengers at the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, meeting in Orlando, FL, voted to 
affirm recommendations calling for a Great Commission 
Resurgence in our convention.  The purpose of this was to call 
Southern Baptists to recommit themselves to making disciples of 
all nations, including the communities in which they live. 

The need for this is staggering.  Of the almost 7 billion people 
in the world, the most generous estimate is that only around 1 
billion are Christians.  This means that over 6 billion people are 
lost and on the road to eternal punishment in hell.  Of these 6 
billion who are lost, over 3.5 billion have never heard the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  In the words of the committee who brought the recommendations to the convention, 
“There is no way that Southern Baptists can make real progress toward reaching these unreached 
people groups unless we experience a genuine Great Commission Resurgence.  We must see a tidal 
wave of evangelistic and missionary passion, or the numbers of unreached people groups will only 
grow, and lostness will spread.” 

A recommitment to the Great Commission must start in our hearts and then in our church. On 
page two of this newsletter, you will see a couple of ways our church is trying to do just that.
! Blessings in Christ, 
! Pastor Grant (Matthew 28:18-20)

Upcoming Events
July 11

Prospective youth pastor 
Brandon Mills and family will 
be visiting with us this 
Sunday morning.  Please 
come and meet them 
(especially if you are a 
student!). 

July 18-23

Our students will be going 
to Westport Youth Camp on 
these dates.

July 25 

Our monthly fellowship 
breakfast will take place at 
9:15 before Sunday School.  
Come have a doughnut and 
coffee and fellowship with 
one another. 

July 25

We’ll have a senior adult 
recognition meal on this 
Sunday immediately 
following morning worship.
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MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS:
PIONEER EVANGELISM & INVITE

For the next few months, Wednesday nights 
will be devoted to reaching out to people in our 
community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Instead of having our normal prayer and Bible 
study, we will meet to pray, and then be sent out 
in teams to do one of two things.  Option one is 
Pioneer Evangelism. 

Pioneer Evangelism is a way to tell people 
about Jesus Christ that involves leading an 
evangelistic Bible study in the home of an 
unbeliever, someone you think might be an 
unbeliever, or someone who simply wants a 
better understanding of who Jesus is and what 
He has done.  Those who are sent out to lead 
these Bible studies will go with a group of two or 
three helpers, so they won’t have to do it alone.  
This is one of the simplest and most efficient 
ways to tell people about Jesus.  It is simple 
because the Bible study consists of simply 
reading through curriculum with those you 
teach.  It is efficient, because it allows you to 
take seven weeks to teach someone about Jesus 
rather than just a one time, ten minute 
presentation.  Many people in our community 
need to hear the message of Jesus.  Will you tell 
them?  Will you try this method?  If you are 
interested, come on Wednesday nights and learn 

how you can do these types of Bible studies.  
There are cd’s you can listen to that will 
demonstrate how to teach through each lesson 
with an unbeliever.

My prayer is that on Wednesday nights, over 
the coming months, many groups from our 
church will be proclaiming the good news of 
Jesus by leading evangelistic Bible studies with 
folks from our community that desperately need 
the salvation that only He can give.  “The gospel 
is the power of God unto salvation for all who 
believe” (Romans 1:16).  But, the lost won’t 
believe unless they hear the Gospel, and they 
can’t hear it unless someone proclaims it to them 
(Romans 10:14).

!                             
Another option for outreach on Wednesday 

nights is INVITE.  Groups sent out to do this 
ministry will be handing out bags of information 
about our church to people in the community 
and inviting those people to attend our Sunday 
morning worship service.  The hope is that by 
attending a church service these people will hear 
the Gospel of Jesus and be saved. 

Please consider being a part of our 
Wednesday night outreach efforts.  We reach out 
to others because Christ reached out to us!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL HIGHLIGHT

Vacation Bible School at Brushy Fork took 
place June 21-24.  It went very well.  Many 
children got to come and hear the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  They also learned about how they 
did not evolve from monkeys and are not here 
by accident (i.e., the “Big Bang”), but that, 
instead, they were created by God and made in 
His image.  These children will one day read in 
their school science text books that God did not 
create them, but that they are simply the result 
of millions of years of random mutation or 
evolution.  Much of this years’ VBS was 

dedicated to debunking these ideas and teaching 
students the biblical view of creation 
instead.!

Each night the students sang songs, made 
crafts, ate snacks, played games, and were taught 
a Bible lesson.  On the Sunday night following 
VBS week, a big celebration was held in which 
all the families of the children came to watch the 

kids receive their certificate of 
completion.  After the certificates 
were handed out, the pastor had 
the opportunity to share the 
Gospel with the families.  We then 
dismissed and went outside where 
the kids played on an inflatable 
and ate hot dogs, cotton candy, 
snow-cones, and popcorn.  

It’s important for us to 
remember that the reason we do 
VBS is so that seeds of the Gospel 
might be planted and watered in 
the hearts of the children who 
attend during the week and the 
parents that come to the final 
celebration.  All that we do is for 
the purpose of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory!
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PEOPLE WHO’D LOVE TO RECEIVE MAIL

Captain James Sparks
   VMGR 352 Det A
   U1C 41147
   APO AE 09355
Capt. Sparks serves our country.  
Let’s let him know we’re thinking 
about him and praying for him.

Kali Burton
2810 East 800 South
Columbus, IN 47201

Kali (Brenda Dean’s 
granddaughter) is a teenager who is 
battling cancer.  On July 6 she is to 
have a tumor removed from her 
brain. Let’s send her a card to let 
her know we’re praying.

Brady Lattire
B Co. 551st, 15 SIG. BN
Fort Gordon, GA

Brady is also serving our country in 
the armed forces.

If you have names you’d like to add, 
please call the church at 839-3430 
(leave a message if no answer).

Areas of Service
Deacon of the Month

Bill Roberts

Nursery Workers

July  4— Ingrid Peters

July 11 — Melisa Gaines

July 18 — Marjorie Brown

July 25 — Rosemary Jessup

Monthly Church Cleaning

Roberta Konkle & Karen Miller

Nursing Home Visitation

July 25 — meet at the church 
at 1:45pm.


