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NEWSLETTER
Meaningful Church Membership

Part One: What the Church Is and Isn’t

The picture above is of the congregation of 
Brushy Fork Baptist Church taken on October 9, 
1927.  These people were the church’s members.  These 
people were . . . the church.  

Over the next five months, the front page article 
of our newsletter will be devoted to the subject of 
meaningful church membership.  This is something I 
believe the church today (not just ours) desperately 
needs to recover.  But before we turn our attention 
to church membership in particular, we need to make 
sure we have a correct understanding of what the 
church is in the first place.  First, let’s consider what 
the church is NOT.
1) The Church Is NOT a Building

The church is the people, the members.  The 
building behind those members of Brushy Fork in 
the picture from 1927 was not Brushy Fork Baptist 
Church; the people in front of the building were the 
church.  So, the old children’s rhyme was wrong: 
“Here’s the church. Here’s the steeple.  Open it up, 
and here’s all the people.”  It would be better to say: 
“Here’s the building.  Here’s the steeple.  Open it up 
and here’s the church.” Of course, this doesn’t 
rhyme, so it probably won’t catch on.  But it’s 
correct, nonetheless. 

2) The Church Is NOT Your Ticket to 
Heaven
   Some people seem to think that being a 
member of a church is their ticket to heaven.  
Often when I ask people when they became 
Christians their answer goes something like 
this: “Well, I guess it was when my family 
joined such and such church.”  Other people 
express the same misunderstanding when they 
want their name left on a church role, but 
never actually gather together with the 
church family.  It seems they draw comfort in 

knowing that they are “members” somewhere.  Of 
course, this kind of church “membership” is 
meaningless.  Church membership is not the way to 
heaven; Jesus is (John 14:6).  Of course, if you’re on 
the way to heaven, you’ll be an active member of your 
church (we’ll talk about this in later articles).
3) The Church Is NOT a Last Resort

For some folks, church is what they do when they 
don’t have anything else to do.  When baseball season 
is over, then they’re at church.  The examples are 
numerous.  This too is church membership with little 
to no meaning.  So what IS the church?

The Church IS a Local Christian Family 
Committed to God and One Another

According to the Bible, a church is God’s family 
in any given local area that has committed 
themselves to God and to one another.  This last part 
(commitment to one another) is what must be 
recovered if the church today is to enjoy meaningful 
membership. 

Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Grant

Hebrews 10:24-25
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STUDENT MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT

We have a great line-up of events and Bible 
series for our Student Ministry (youth group) 
over the next year.  Below you will see the 
calendar of events.  Some of the Wednesday 
night Bible series include “True Gospel,” “God 
Words” (a doctrinal series), a study through 1 
John, and “True Religion” (comparing other 
religions to Christianity).

If students that you know are interested in 
attending the events, have them call the 
church at 839-3430 to sign up or to receive 
more information. 

Also, be sure to invite students to the 
“Underground”—our Wednesday night Bible 
study for youth.  It begins at 5:30 and goes to 
7:00.  There is food, music, and a Bible lesson.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Fall

1. Kings Island (August 28, 9:00am – 
6:00pm)

2. Bon Fire (October 1, 6:00 – 9:00pm)
3. Softball Game by the Old School Cafe, 

and Grill Out (Nov. 5, 2:00 – 6:00pm)

Winter
1. Festival of Lights, Cincinnati Zoo (Dec. 

3, 5:30pm – 10:30)
2. Christmas Party (Dec. 17, 5:30 – 8:30)
3. Bowling (Jan. 21, 6:00 – 9:00)

Spring
1. Hiking Trip at Versailles State Park 

(March 19, 10:00 – 4:00)
2. Laser Tag (April 16, 1:00pm – 7:00pm)
3. Reds Baseball Game (May—based on 

game schedule)

Summer
1. Disciple Now Weekend (June 3-5)
2. Swim Party at Clifty Falls (July 1, 11:00 – 

4:30)
3. Camp (July 17-22)
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PASTORAL INTERNSHIP
HIGHLIGHT

In May of this year, Brushy Fork started a pastoral internship 
program for the purpose of training men who feel called to pastoral 
ministry.  Our first intern, Kris McKinley, is no stranger to the 
Brushy Fork church family.  Kris began attending Brushy Fork in 
November of 2009 and became a member in January of 2010.  He 
feels that God may be calling him to some sort of pastoral ministry 
and is currently being trained in our internship program toward that 
end. 

Why have an internship program that helps train ministers, you 
might ask?  We believe with Paul that “if any man aspires to the 
office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do” (1 Tim. 3:1).  We 
also believe that the local church has the primary responsibility for 
assisting those who, by God’s call, are aspiring to such a ministry.  It 
is within the local church that spiritual gifts are to be used and 
honed for the glory of God, a truth that applies to pastoral gifts as 
much as any others.  To that end, we want to provide an opportunity 
for men who are gifted for pastoral ministry, or who may think they 
are gifted in this way, to receive practical and theological training 
within the context of the life of the Brushy Fork church family in 
general and from our pastor in particular.  We fully support the practice of receiving seminary 
training and encourage men to pursue it as part of their preparation. We also believe, however, that 
special attention from one’s local church family and pastor(s) should be the primary component of 
such preparation. It is for this purpose that we invite men to join us for a time of concentrated 
learning geared toward equipping them for pastoral ministry for the glory of God and for the good 
of the churches they will one day shepherd. 

If you know of someone who might be interested in applying for our pastoral internship 
program, have them call the church (839-3430) to set up an interview.  They may also visit the 
“Pastoral Internship” page of www.brushyforkbaptist.com for more information.

Upcoming Events
August 8

Join us for Family Night at 
6:00 pm on Sunday evening.  
The Barron family will be 
bringing special music.  Bring 
a freezer of home made ice 
cream or cake.  We’ll enjoy 
good gospel music with 
food and fellowship to 
follow.

August 28 

On this Saturday, the 
Student Ministry (youth 
group) will be taking a trip 
to King’s Island in 
Cincinnati, OH.  Have 
students call 839-3430 to 
reserve a spot on the trip.  
Cost is $30. 

August 29

Our monthly fellowship 
breakfast will take place at 
9:15 before Sunday School.  
Come have a doughnut and 
coffee and fellowship with 
one another.

http://www.brushyforkbaptist.com
http://www.brushyforkbaptist.com
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PEOPLE WHO’D LOVE TO RECEIVE MAIL

Lucille Weales
   208 Cedar Ave
   Vevay, IN 47043
You all know Mrs. Weales.  It has 
become harder for her to get to 
church.  Let’s let her know how 
much we love and appreciate her.

Martha Blodgett
2160 St. Rd. 250
Vevay, IN 47043

Martha is the niece of Roberta 
Owings and friend of many in our 
church.  She recently had triple 
bypass surgery and is in the process 
of recovering.  Let’s show her we’re 
thinking of her.

Blanch Gillis
16588 Aberdeen Rd.
Cross Plains, IN 47017

Mrs. Gillis is still recovering from 
an auto accident from several 
months ago.  
If you have names you’d like to add, 
please call the church at 839-3430 
(leave a message if no answer).

Areas of Service
Deacon of the Month

Ron Downing (427-2901)

Nursery Workers

August 1 — Ingrid Peters

August 8 — Marjorie Brown

August 15 — Melisa Gaines

August 22 — Rosemary Jessup

August 29 — Volunteers Welcome

Monthly Church Cleaning

Lea Ann Sturgill & Ingrid Peters

Nursing Home Visitation

August 22 — meet at the 
church at 1:45pm.


